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Sept. 30, 1998
UM DEDICATES GALLERY, W ELCOMES NEW MELOY ART COLLECTION 
MISSOULA -
The University o f Montana’s art holdings tripled this summer with the permanent loan of 
the Henry Meloy Collection to UM’s Museum of Fine Arts. Now the Paxson Gallery, located in 
the Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center, will be renamed for the artist whose life’s 
work — valued at more than $2 million — is now in its new campus home.
The gallery’s name officially will be changed to the Henry Meloy Gallery during a 4 p.m. 
dedication ceremony Friday, Oct. 2. The dedication coincides with a display of Meloy’s work 
Oct. 1-10 at the gallery. The public is invited to visit the free display and attend the dedication 
ceremony.
Meloy, a Townsend native, was educated at the Art Institute of Chicago and served on the 
art faculty of Columbia University. He died of a heart attack in 1951 at age 49. The permanent 
loan to UM was made through the Henry Meloy Educational Trust. Peter Meloy, Henry’s 
brother, who arranged the collection’s permanent loan to his alma mater, died last month.
Over the years the Meloy family has sold pieces of the collection to fund scholarships for 
Montana students majoring in visual arts at UM, Montana State University and Carroll College. 
That practice will continue under UM’s direction.
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